     Winter 2010 SWACM Awards Committee Report

Abstracts, Case Study Titles and Award Nominations Close on 15 August!!!!!!

I.  Outstanding Poster Award   The Committee asks all members to submit an abstract for a poster presentation at the New Orleans SWACM meeting in September.  Posters are judged for competition for the Outstanding Poster Award.  
Outstanding Poster Award.  

The Outstanding Poster award of $200.00 and a plaque is given to the presenter of the poster deemed to be the best at the Annual Meeting.  Abstracts are submitted in ASM format and reviewed by the Awards Committee by 15 August 2004 (approximately month prior to the conference).  Authors with accepted abstracts are contacted by the Committee and asked to prepare an ASM format poster to be hung for the entire meeting.  Authors must stand by their poster after the Thursday morning session for 1 hour to answer questions about their work.  Winners are chosen by a team of three to five judges whose qualifications are membership in SWACM, attendance at the meeting, spirit of volunteerism and education and lack of association with competing authors.  Each judge scores the posters using a numerical system of responses to key questions.  The questions are as follows: 1. Did the authors use the scientific method in the research project?   Was it hypothesis-driven?  2.  Is the project original or of importance to clinical microbiology?  3.  Did the presenter have a good understanding of the project?  Was she/he an active participant in the research?  4.  Rank the poster according to visual appearance.  5.  Did the poster peak your interest?  6.  Did you learn anything from the poster?  7.  Are the conclusions logical?

II.  Case Study in Microbiology Award

We also hope to get a good number of case studies.  Remember that only you name and the title needs to be submitted prior to the meeting.  Case Studies are eligible for a $50.00 Outstanding Case Study Award.  These are generally typed (double-spaced) with a short introduction, the case, and a list of laboratory results and/or photographs of laboratory tests, ending with a short discussion about the diagnosis and how the microbiology department helped (or hindered) in making a diagnosis.  If possible, a little patient follow-up is great.

Case Study in Microbiology Award

The SWACM Case Study Award, which includes a plaque and a $50.00 check is submitted for best case study presentation.  The rules are quite simple.  Authors and case titles only (no abstract) need to be submitted to jgreer@lsuhsc.edu by 15 August 2004.  For the meeting, cases should be typed on 9 x 11 inch paper, double spaced, and hung in single sheets on the designated poster boards at the annual meeting.  Patient background, laboratory results and patient outcome are suggested, but photographs and figures are welcome as well.  Winners are chosen by a volunteer judge on the basis of the following questions:  Is the presentation organized and easy to understand?  2.  Is the case original and/or important to clinical microbiology?  3.  Did the presenter have a good understanding of the case?  4.  Did the case peak your interest?  5.  Did you learn anything from the case?  6.  Is outcome included if feasible?                                                                                                                        

III.  Ron Silberman Vendor Award

Previous Winners:

2002 Immuno-Mycologics, Inc.

2003 Becton Dickinson Diagnostics 

2004 Nikon Instruments Inc., Wayne Guzzardo

2005 Dade Behring

2006 Remel

2007 Medical Chemical Company, Andy Rocha


2008 bioMerieux

2009 Trek Diagnostics
Ron Silberman Vendor Award

The Ron Silberman Vendor Award is presented annually to a vendor exhibiting at the annual meeting who has contributed substantially to the success of the organization and the annual meetings through grants, volunteerism and/or event sponsorship.  The vendor must be a sustaining member in good standing.  Nominations are by the SWACM Board.  
The 2006 list of Sustaining members were as follows:
Key Scientific Products, bioMerieux, Inova Diagnostic, Inc., Focus Diagnostics, Inverness Medical, Dynacon, Inc., Medical Chemical Corporation, Immuno-Mycologics, AB Biodisk North America, Meridian Bioscience, Inc., Microbiology International, Diagnostic Hybrids, Inc., Exakt Technologies, Inc., Remel, Trinity Biotech, Hardy Diagnostics, Trek Diagnostics, Alpha-Tec Systems, Inc., Dade Behring, G G & B Company, Viropharma, BD Diagnostic Systems

GenProbe
V.  Professional Achievement in Clinical Microbiology Award


The award recognizes a non-doctoral person who has contributed substantially to the field of clinical microbiology.  To nominate an individual for this award, please e-mail me (jgreer@lsuhsc.edu) the appropriate form and FAX a signed copy to Jan Greer at 318-675-6059.  Also required for this nomination is a curriculum vitae or resume of the nominee, along with two letters of support from professional colleagues.  These may be sent to me by e-mail, FAX or mailed to:  Janice Matthews-Greer, 1597 Parks Road, Benton, Louisiana 71006.  Nominees will be reviewed by the Awards Committee and the final selection submitted to the SWACM Board of Directors for approval.  The award will be presented at the Annual Meeting.
Previous Winners:

1987 Arthur Guruswamy

1989 John P. Smith

1990 Karen Mills

2000 Denise Robison

2002 Jan Howard

2006 Linda Zuchowski
2007 Lynne Garcia and Janet Hindler
2008 NONE
2009 Ellen Anne Rambin


VI.  The Jan Howard Distinguished Service Award

In 2009, the Board voted unanimously to change the name of this award from the SWACM Distinguished Service Award to the Jan Howard Distinguished Service Award to honor her for all of the hard work she has put forth for SWACM through the years.  The nominee should be a member who has provided distinguished service to SWACM.  The nominee should be an individual who has fostered the growth of clinical microbiology through his/her contributions to one or more of the following:  education, research and laboratory practice.  The nominee should be an individual who has inspired colleagues and/or students to work and contribute to clinical microbiology and to their community.  To nominate an individual for this award, please e-mail me (jgreer@lsuhsc.edu) the appropriate form and FAX a signed copy to Jan Greer at 318-675-6059.  Also required for this nomination is a curriculum vitae or resume of the nominee, along with two letters of support from professional colleagues.  These may be sent to me by e-mail, FAX or mailed to Janice Matthews-Greer, 1597 Parks Road, Benton, Louisiana 71006.  Nominees will be reviewed by the Awards Committee and the final selection submitted to the SWACM Board of Directors for approval.  The award will be presented at the Annual Meeting.
Previous Winners:
1987 David Stanley Bauman 
1988 William Barnes
1989 David F. Welch
1990 Howard W. Larsh
1991 Holly Alexander
1992 James R. Davis
1993 Ron Silberman
1996 Edwina Cook
2000 Rita Gander
2000 Karen Bridge
2001 Leah Jones 

2002 Jan Howard
2004 Carolyn Clayton
2004 David Adamson
2005 Linda Mann
2006 Linda Britton
2007 Ginny Dooley
2008 Chris Fuller and Denise Robison 
2009 Janet Cromien
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